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nation gets the slightest idea that I am acquiescing in fac-
tion fights in my own interests, there is the end of my
accomplishing anything whatever."

To Frederick Scott Oliver, in England, anthor of the
'Life of Hamilton' and, later of 'The Ordeal of Battle/
he wrote on April 7, 1916:

"To chasten one's own side is an absolute necessity (one
of the chief sources of our trouble here in the United
States has been the persistent refusal to chasten our own
side, even in dealing with past history), and yet in a crisis
it exposes one to the charge of assisting one's enemies.
To a very much less degree I have myself been having this
difficulty for the last twenty months. French, English
and Canadian editors of newspapers and reviews have kept
asking me to write for them, as I have been writing and
speaking in the United States, and they have apparently
been unable to understand my response that the very fact
that I was speaking unpleasantly of my countrymen meant
that these unpleasant words must be spoken directly to
them and not in some other land about them.

"I suppose each man tends to feel a particular ani-
mosity toward his tribal enemies, so to speak. I have never
expected anything from the frank materialists. When
they play the part of frankly selfish swine and say that
they do not care what happens to Belgium as long as they
can keep their own four feet in the trough, I merely try to
appeal to any possible far-sightedness in their selfishness
by pointing out that, if they do not make ready, they will
ultimately themselves be shouldered out of the trough by
the German boar or by some other equally warlike and
competent competitor. But the men who really do arouse
my anger are those who have been for years claiming to be
idealists, claiming to be for peace and for justice and for
virtue, and who have usually denounced me as not having
sufficiently lofty ideals and as not being sufficiently al-
truistic.

"I wish to Heaven there was a better chance of de-